
  

                Guide to the Partner Exchange Tool 
 
American International Charolais Association Interface 

Discussion:  The purpose of this NxGen Guide is to outline and discuss the Partner Exchange 
Tool functionality and interface for the America International Charolais Association (AICA).  
Refer to the Partner Exchange Tool Video Tutorial and Script Notes for further information.  They 
are available from the Top Menu choose Help > Tutorial > Partner Exchange Tool. 
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Getting Started: 

1. Are you currently at the most recent version of NxGen?   

 As discussed in the Tutorial Videos, the Auto Update function in Cow Sense will 
check for updates on a schedule you determine.  However, you can perform this 
check manually from the Top Menu by selecting Help > Check for Update and 
following the prompts to update NxGen. 

 
2. Enable the AICA Interface 

 From the Tools section on the Task Pane on the left, select Tools > Partner > Setup.   
 

 
 

 The Interface Options window will open. Scroll down the list and find Charolais 
Association.  Place a check mark in the “On/Off” column to turn ON the Charolais 
Association interface. Click OK when finished.  
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 You will now have a Charolais tab in the Individual Animal form (Manage > 
Individual).  When data is received and imported from the AICA in your Charolais 
Update file, these fields will be populated.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Prepare data for submission to the AICA 
 Animal records being submitted to the American International Charolais Association 

through the Partner Exchange Tool will be required to have data in certain fields in Cow 
Sense.  You can view the specific fields and their validation requirements in Appendices 
A in the AICAA Partner Exchange Reference Tables.  It is VERY IMPORTANT that all 
records to be submitted to AICA meet their requirements, or the submission will be 
returned.   

 Different export types (i.e. initial Registration submission versus a Yearling performance 
submission) will have different required fields.  

o NOTE:  You may need to turn these required fields on in Options > Data Field 
Settings > Standard Fields.   
 If you need further guidance to enable these fields, please see the Video Tutorial 

“Getting Started”.  You can find this video tutorial, and many others from the 
Cow Sense Top Menu choose Help > Tutorial. 

 Required data can be entered in the Individual Animal Form in Manage > Individual as 
well as through any of the Process Functions (Calving, Weaning or Yearling).  You can 
also create a review of animal records in the Animal List View (Animal List - Manage > 
List).  Set up and Save a Report Layout containing the fields of data required for your 
submission to AICA.  Review, add, or edit data in List View as well.  (See the Animal 
List Tutorial for additional information). 

o Tips.  If the missing required data is available in another electronic format such as 
Excel, it can be imported into NxGen by using the Import Tool (see the Import Tool 
Video Tutorial).  Another useful tool for adding required data which is repetitive for 
many animal records is the Global Edit function.  From the Tools Menu choose > 
Global Edit.  The NxGen Guide 6 is an excellent resource for using this function: 
https://midwestmicro.us/wp-content/infocenter/guides/ngg/ngg_006.pdf 

o When you execute the AICA PET Export function, the data is exported into an Excel 
format compatible with AICA requirements.   You can always add or edit data in that 
format outside of Cow Sense.  However, if data is recorded in Cow Sense prior to 
export, it will be stored in Cow Sense for future use. 
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 Once data entry is complete, animals being submitted to the AICA should be Marked. 

o This can be done in the Individual Animal Form by checking the box on the 
Identity Marker field, or by marking animals in the Animal List (Manage > List)  

 

 
 

 

 

Exporting data to the AICA: 
 Go to Tools > Partner > Run on the left Task Pane. 

 
 

 
 

 In Step 1, select Charolais Association from the Breed Association drop down. 
Click Next.  
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 In Step 2, select Export – Registration File from the Function selection drop down 
box. Click Next. 

o The option to Export – Registration File is used whether these animal 
records are being submitted for the first time to the AICA or for updating 
previously submitted and/or registered with AICA and you are sending in 
additional data on the animals (such as Yearling data for example). 

o The option to Import – Update, is used to add data from records previously 
submitted (from PET) to AICA back into Cow Sense NxGen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
o Note, an electronic copy of this guide can be launched by clicking the “ ? ” 

icon lower left of this screen. 
 

 

 In Step 3, enter your breeder information. Click Next. 
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 In Step 4, verify the number of records that are marked for export. Click Next. 

o Note: Breeding cows that are not accounted for in the data submission will 
be displayed on the right. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 In Step 5, an Event Log will appear.  Review and fix any warnings in your data.  
(You can save this Log File by clicking on the Diskette icon in the lower left of this 
window.)  These warnings must be corrected before data will be exported.  The 
export file that PET will generate will comply with the minimum requirements of 
AICA.  Refer to the AICA website for the Registration Form & Weaning Worksheet 
& Instructions, the Performance Sheet and instructions as well as 
https://charolaisusa.com/members/performance_guidelines.html 
for further guidance.  Refer to Appendix A for guidance of where to add/correct data 
and rerun this Step.  Click Next when errors and warnings are corrected to review 
the export file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 In Step 6, choose where you’d like the file to be saved on your computer. 
o Click the Save As button and navigate to the location you wish to save the 

file. Click Save. 
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 Note: the exported file will be named with your member number 

followed by.CSV 
o Once the location to save the file has been selected, click the Export button. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After you have exported the file you will receive a message confirming the export 
completed and asking if you wish to open the file.  Choose “Yes” to use this file to 
proofread the data being submitted to the association by opening it in Excel or 
another spreadsheet program. 
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 In Step 7, review the export results to verify there are no further warnings that need 
to be corrected or missing data to be added.  Again, reference the AICA documents 
cited in Step 5 for further direction per the data you wish to submit through this 
process 

o If any data issues need to be addressed, return to your herd data and correct 
the flagged data and re-export the file.  

o Click Exit when finished. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Review the Exported Worksheet and compare to the requirements cited  

 Once you are confident your data is correct, you can then e-mail your data to the 
AICA. 

 
Retrieving data from the AICA: 

 After the Charolais Association has processed your data, you will then be able to 
download files from the AICA website. 
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 Once logged in, from the Top Menu choose > Tools > Data Exports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 From the Animal Data Export section, select the group of animals you want to export 
data from in the Default Groups.  Then “Select Export Type” to export the data you 
wish to download.  Click the “Create” button to download the file to your computer.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Save the 
file in a 
location 
that it will 
be easy to 
locate  
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Importing AICA Update File: 
 

 Once the file is saved, open Cow 
Sense NxGen, and navigate to Partner 
> Run 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 In Step 1, select 
Charolais 
Association 
from the Breed 
Association 
drop down.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 In Step 2, select Import – Update from the Function drop down. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 In Step 3, click the Browse button to open the Locate Charolais Import File 
window.  

o Navigate to the location where you stored the file downloaded from the 
AICA, select the file, and click Open.  
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o After the file has been selected an “Add New” Window will be displayed 
asking if you want PET to add animals that are not found in your herd.  Your 
options are:  

All – add all new animals in the file into your  Cow Sense herd file. 
Ask – ask prior to adding each new record  
None – Do no t add any new records found in the file. 
 

o Type the appropriate selection in the space below and click the “OK” button. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Click the Import button to import the file. 
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 In Step 4, you will see the Event Log for the imported file.  Any errors will be 

displayed here.  Scroll down to view the Summary of the session. 
o Click the diskette button to save the Event Log. 
o Click Exit when finished 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Review your AICA data 

o You can now review the association data in your herd.  Returned data from 
the AICA will be located in the Charolais tab in Manage > Individual. 
 

 A note on the how the AICA Update looks for and updates or adds new animal 
records. 

o PET first references the CH Registration field on the Charolais Tab for a 
match on Registration Number. 

o If the CH Registration field is not filled or not found, then Identity tab, 
Registration Primary AND Reg Association Primary = AICA is searched.  If 
a match is not found then PET will search the 2 and 3 instances of these 
fields for a match. 

o Finally, if none of the Registration fields on the Identity tab result in a 
Match, PET references CH PHN (Tattoo) on the Charolais tab in 
combination with a match on Birth Date on the Individual tab. 

 

 The PET AICA Update process can be used at any time to Update data from the 
Association Herdbook back into Cow Sense such as initial Registry Requests, 
Adjusted Weights and Ratios following PET Performance data submissions, and 
regular EPD Updates to name a few examples. 
 

Conclusion 
 
In summary the Partner Exchange Tool interface for the American International Charolais 
Association provides you an automated method of delivering and receiving data stored in Cow 
Sense.  If you have questions in the use of this feature or encounter any issues in its use, please 
contact our Customer Service Representatives. 
 
 
Please contact us at support@cowsense.com or 800-584-0040 for any questions or assistance. 
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AICA Data Submissions  
 
AICA Worksheet 
Column 

AICA Field 
Name 

AICA 
Requirement 

Cow Sense Entry 
Form-Tab 

Cow Sense Field 
Description 

Data Source and Description 

 

A MEMBER ID Always PET  

OR 

Individual Animal: 
Charolais 

Member ID 

OR 

CH BreederNum 

IF the Member ID (number) for this animal is the same as the Member ID entered in PET Step 3, 
there is no need to add to this animal record.  However, if multiple member numbers are in use in 
your herd and this animal is recorded to a member number different than registered with PET, it 
is VERY IMPORTANT that the correct number be recorded in this field or alternatively input on 
the Worksheet prior to submission. 

B CALF 
REGNUM 

ONLY if 
submitting 
Update Data on 
Previously 
Recorded 
Animals 

Individual Animal 
Identity 

OR 

Charolais 

Registration 
Primary 

OR 

CH Registration 

If submitting information the first time using this export, the calf will not have a Registration 
Number and this field will be left blank.  If previously registered and the CH Registration field has 
not previously been filled on the Charolais tab in Cow Sense, PET will obtain this information 
from the Identity tab, Registration Primary field.  (No need to duplicate on Charolais tab if it 
exists on Identity tab). 

C DAM 
REGNUM 

To Register Individual Animal 
Identity 

OR 

Charolais 

Registration 
Primary 

OR 

CH Registration 

PET will lookup the Dam Tag stored on the calf’s Identity tab in Cow Sense.  PET will then 
reference her record to determine if the CH Registration field has previously been filled on the 
Charolais tab to extract this information.  If not, PET will obtain this information from the Dam’s 
Identity tab, Registration Primary field.  (No need to duplicate on Charolais tab if it exists on 
Identity tab). 

D CALF BIRTH 
DATE 

Always Individual Animal: 
Identity 

Birth Date PET will extract the data from the Birth Date field stored on the Identity tab of the calf’s record in 
Cow Sense to be submitted and formatted as MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2019) 

E SIRE 
REGNUM 

To Register. 

Also required for 
submitting at 
Weaning 

Individual Animal 
Identity 

OR 

Charolais 

Sire Tag then 

CH Registration 
then Registration 
Primary 
 

PET will lookup the Sire Tag stored on the calf’s Identity tab in Cow Sense.  PET will then 
determine if the CH Registration field has previously been filled on the Charolais tab to extract 
this information.  If not, PET will obtain this information from the Identity tab, Registration Primary 
field.  (No need to duplicate on Charolais tab if it exists on Identity tab) 

F TATTOO Always Individual Animal: 
Charolais then  
Identity 

CH PHN then 
Tattoo 1 

PET will first determine if data is present on the Charolais tab in the CH PHN field to extract this 
data.  If no data is present, PET will extract the data from the Tattoo 1 field stored on the Identity 
tab of the calf’s record in Cow Sense for submission. 

G TATTOO LOC Always Individual Animal: 
Identity 

CH PHN Location 
then             
Tattoo 1 Location 

PET will first determine if data is present on the Charolais tab in the CH PHN Location field to 
extract this data.  If no data is present, PET will extract the data from the Tattoo 1 Loc field 
stored on the Identity tab of the calf’s record in Cow Sense.  

H CHIP Optional Individual Animal: 
Identity 

EID PET will reference data recorded in the EID field on the Identity tab and if present extract for 
submission. 

I CHIP LOC Optional Not Available in Cow 
Sense.  However, field 
is displayed in Export 
Worksheet 

Field not Available 
in Cow Sense 

Filled by user after PET Step 6 Export to Worksheet. 

Enter a location of the EID in column I of the worksheet created by the PET AICA Registration 
Submission Export function. 

AICA Chip Location Codes 

LE – Left Ear 

RE – Right Ear 

TB – Tail Base 
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AICA Worksheet 
Column 

AICA Field 
Name 

AICA 
Requirement 

Cow Sense Entry 
Form-Tab 

Cow Sense Field 
Description 

Data Source and Description 

 

J TAG Optional Individual Animal: 
Identity 

Visual Tag PET will extract the data to be submitted from the Visual Tag field stored on the Identity tab of 
the calf’s record in Cow Sense. 

K TAG LOC Optional Not Available in Cow 
Sense.  However, field 
is displayed in Export 
Worksheet 

Field not Available 
in Cow Sense 

Filled by user after PET Step 6 Export to Worksheet. 

Enter a location of the Tag in column K of the worksheet created by the PET AICA Registration 
Submission Export function. 

AICA Tag Location. 

LE – Left Ear 

RE – Right Ear 

L SEX Always Individual Animal: 
Identity 

Sex PET will extract the data from the Sex field stored on the Identity tab of the calf’s record in Cow 
Sense.  PET will convert all of the Cow Sense Sex codes to those required by AICA (e.g. M, F, 
S) for submission. 

M STEER DATE If Casterated Individual Animal 
Traits 

Neuter Date PET will extract the data from the Neuter Date field stored on the Traits tab of the calf’s record in 
Cow Sense to be submitted and formatted as MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2019) 

N BIRTH 
COUNT 

Always Individual Animal 
Traits 

Twin Code PET will extract the data from the Twin Code field stored on the Traits tab of the calf’s record in 
Cow Sense.  PET will convert all of the Cow Sense Twin Codes to those required by AICA as 
follows. 

Cow Sense Twin Code                        AICA Code 
Single                                                     1 

Twin, Twin to Heifer or Bull                    2 

Multiple Birth (multiple births over 2)      3 

O TWIN SEX Always IF Twin Individual Animal: 
Traits 

Twin Code PET will extract the data from the Twin Code field stored on the Traits tab of the calf’s record in 
Cow Sense.  PET will convert all of the Cow Sense Twin Codes to those required by AICA as 
follows. 

Cow Sense Twin Code                        AICA Code 
Twin to heifer calf                                   F 
Twin to a bull calf                                   M 

P BODY 
COLOR 

Always Individual Animal: 
Charolais then    
Traits 

CH Body Color 
then              
Color Code 

PET will first determine if data is present on the Charolais tab in the CH Body Color field to 
extract this data.  If no data is present, PET will extract the data from the Color field stored on the 
calf’s Traits tab in Cow Sense 

AICA Body Color Codes: 

W - White;  
L - Light cream 
C - Dark cream 
S - Light straw 
G - Gray 
O - Other 
R - Red 

 Q NOSE 
COLOR 

Always Individual Animal 
Charolais 

CH Nose Color PET will extract the data from the CH Nose Color field stored on the Charolais tab of the calf’s 
record in Cow Sense 

AICA Nose Color Codes 
L - Light 
D - Dark 
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AICA Worksheet 
Column 

AICA Field 
Name 

AICA 
Requirement 

Cow Sense Entry 
Form-Tab 

Cow Sense Field 
Description 

Data Source and Description 

 

R PSHD Always Individual Animal: 
Traits 

Horn Code PET will extract the data from the Horn Code field stored on the Traits tab of the calf’s record in 
Cow Sense.  PET will convert all of the Cow Sense Horn Codes to those required by AICA as 
follows. 

Cow Sense Horn Code                          AICA Code 
Polled                                                            P 
Scurred                                                          S 
Horned                                                          H 
Dehorned                                                       D 

S SERVICE 
TYPE 

Always Individual Animal: 
Traits 

Service Type PET will extract the data from the Service Type field stored on the Traits tab of the calf’s record 
in Cow Sense.  PET will convert all of the Cow Sense Service Types to those required by AICA 
as follows. 

Cow Sense Service Type                   AICA CE Code 
Natural                                                            N 
AI (In herd – Own Sire)                                   A* 
ET                                                                   E 
*If user does not own the AI Sire they will need to replace the data in column S of the Export 
Worksheet created by PET Step 6 with a value of “O” rather than A,  

T AI-PE IN 
DATE 

Always Calf Individual Animal 
Identity then Dam 
Breeding 

Dam Tag then 
Breeding Date 

PET will lookup the Dam Tag stored on the calf’s Identity tab in Cow Sense.  PET will then 
reference her breeding records stored on her Breeding tab and obtain this information from the 
Breeding Date field.  

U PE OUT 
DATE 

Always Calf Individual Animal 
Identity then Dam 
Breeding 

Breeding End 
Date 

PET will lookup the Dam Tag stored on the calf’s Identity tab in Cow Sense.  PET will then 
reference her breeding records stored on her Breeding tab and obtain this information from the 
Breeding End Date field. 

V EMBRYO Always Individual Animal: 
Traits 

Service Type PET will lookup the information stored in the Service Type field of the Traits tab and submit Y 
(yes) if the calf is the result of embryo transfer (ET) or N (no) if not 

W RECIP TAG Always, If ET Calf Individual Animal: 
Identity then Recip 
Identity 

Recip Tag, then 

Visual ID 

PET will lookup the Recip Tag stored on the calf’s Identity tab in Cow Sense.  PET will then 
reference the Recip’s record to extract the information recorded in her Visual Tag field 

X RECIP BIRTH 
DATE 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Identity then Recip 
Identity 

Recip Tag then 

Birth Date 

PET will lookup the Recip Tag stored on the calf’s Identity tab in Cow Sense.  PET will then 
reference the Recip’s record to extract her birth date to be submitted and formatted as 
MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2015) 

Y RECIP 
BREED 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Identity then Recip 
Traits 

Recip Tag then 

Breed Fields 

PET will lookup the Recip Tag stored on the calf’s Identity tab in Cow Sense.  PET will then 
reference the Recip’s record to extract her Breed information stored on her Traits Tab in Breed 1, 
Breed 2, Breed 3 and Breed 4 fields. 

Z FLUSH DATE Always, If ET Individual Animal 
Traits 

Flush Date of ET 
Service 

PET will extract the data from the Flush Date of ET Service field stored on the calf’s Traits tab in 
Cow Sense to be submitted and formatted as MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2018) 

AA IMPLANT 
DATE 

Always, If ET Individual Animal 
Identity then Traits 

Transfer Date PET will extract the data from the Flush Date of ET Service field stored on the calf’s Traits tab in 
Cow Sense and submit formatted as MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2019) 

AB RECIP 
REGNUM 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Identity then Recip 
Identity 

Recip Tag 

Then 

Registration 
Primary 

PET will lookup the Recip Tag stored on the calf’s Identity tab in Cow Sense.  PET will then 
reference the Recip’s record to determine if the CH Registration field has previously been filled 
on the Charolais tab to extract this information.  If not, PET will obtain this information from the 
Identity tab, Registration Primary field.  (No need to duplicate on Charolais tab if it exists on 
Identity tab).  If Recip is unregistered this field will be left blank in the worksheet 
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AICA Worksheet 
Column 

AICA Field 
Name 

AICA 
Requirement 

Cow Sense Entry 
Form-Tab 

Cow Sense Field 
Description 

Data Source and Description 

 

AC CALF NAME To Register Calf Individual Animal: 
Charolais then  
Identity 

CH Name 

Then 

Identity Name 

PET will reference the calfs record to determine if the CH Name field has previously been filled 
on the Charolais tab to extract this information.  If not,,PET will obtain this informationfrom the 
Name field on the Identity tab in Cow Sense and extract this information to be submitted to AICA 
for registration. 

AD CALF 
DISPOSAL 
CODE 

If Disposed Calf Individual Animal 
Charolais 

Disposal PET will extract the data from the CH Disposal field stored on the Charolais tab of the calf’s 
record in Cow Sense for submission.  See AICA Codes List for requirements. 

AE CALF 
DISPOSAL 
DATE 

IF Disposed Calf Individual Animal 
Identity 

Status, then 

Status Date 

Pet will first reference the Status field on the calf’s Identity tab in Cow Sense.  If the Status is 
NOT Active it will reference the Status Date field on the animal’s Identity tab.  PET will extract the 
data stored in this field and submit formatted as MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2019) 

AF BTH EASE Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Traits 

Calving Ease PET will extract the data from the Calving Ease field stored on the Traits tab of the calf’s record 
in Cow Sense.  PET will convert all of the Cow Sense Calving Ease codes to those required by 
AICA as follows. 

Cow Sense CE Code                          AICA CE Code 
No difficulty                                         1 = No difficulty, no assistance 
Minor difficulty                                     2 = Minor difficulty, some assistance 
Major difficulty                                     3 = Major difficulty, mechanical assistance 
Cesarean section                                4 = Cesarean or surgery 

Abnormal presentation                        5 = Abnormal Presentation 

*In the event of Stillbirth, user will need to replace the data in column AF of the Export Worksheet 
created by PET Step 6 with a value of “6”, 

AG BTH GROUP Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Charolais then 
Performance 

CH Birth Group, 
then 

Birth Management 
Group 

PET will first reference data stored in the CH Birth Group field on the Charolais tab of the calf’s 
record in Cow Sense.  If data is found it will be extracted for submission.  If no data is found, PET 
will then reference the Performance tab for data stored in the Birth Management Group field and 
extract data found there for submission.  

AH Birth Weight Optional  Calf Individual Animal: 
Performance 

Birth Weight PET will extract the data from the Birth Weight field stored on the Performance tab of the calf’s 
record in Cow Sense for submission. 

AI BTH DAM 
UDDER 
SUSPENSIO
N 

Optional Dam Individual Animal 
Traits 

Udder Code PET will reference data stored in the Udder Code Field on the Traits tab of the Dam’s Individual 
record and extract this information for submission. 

AJ BTH DAM 
UDDER TEAT 

Optional Dam Individual Animal 
Traits 

Teat Code PET will reference data stored in the Teat Code Field on the Traits tab of the Dam’s Individual 
record and extract this information for submission. 

AK WNG DATE Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Performance 

Weaning Date PET will extract the data from the Weaning Date field stored on the Performance tab of the calf’s 
record in Cow Sense to be submitted and formatted as MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2019). 

AL WNG WT Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Performance 

Weaning Weight PET will extract the data from the Weaning Weight field stored on the Performance tab of the 
calf’s record in Cow Sense for submission.  Although Weaning Weight data is optional, the AICA 
acceptable range for weaning weights is between 140 and 270 days of age.. 

AM WNG MGN 
GROUP 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Traits AND 
Performance 

Traits-Feed Code 

Performance – 
Omit from Ratio 

PET will review the information recorded in the Feed Code on the Traits tab of the calf’s record 
and insert “1” if non-creep fed, “2” if the calf was creep-fed and “4” if the Service Type field is ET.   

PET will also review data on the calf’s Performance tab and insert “3” if the Omit Ratio field is 
checked. 
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AICA Worksheet 
Column 

AICA Field 
Name 

AICA 
Requirement 

Cow Sense Entry 
Form-Tab 

Cow Sense Field 
Description 

Data Source and Description 

 

AN WNG 
PASTURE 
CODE 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Charolais then 

Individual Animal: 
Performance 

Weaning 
Management 
Group 

PET will first look to the CH Wng Group Field on the Charolais tab of the Individual calf record.  
However, it is recommended if you wish to separate by contemporary groups that you 
record the weaning contemporary group code in the Weaning Management Group field on 
the Performance tab in Cow Sense.  Because, if nothing is found on the Charolais tab, PET 
will extract the information recorded on the Performance tab which may be in use with data 
exchange with other Associations or Production Partners. 

Knowledge of calves that are "contemporaries" is critical for accurate data evaluation. A group 
code may be used to designate a set of calves managed differently from another set of calves. 
Calves from different groups or pasture units are designated by using a letter code such as A, B, 
C, etc. For example, calves from two-year old dams in one pasture may be reported as Group A 
and calves from mature cows in another pasture as Group B.  

AICA breeders submitting weaning weights also have the option to have heifers and bulls (or 
steers) treated as separate sex groups and ratioed as separate sex groups or treated as an 
entire calf crop with males and females ratioed as a group.  Use the group code to separate the 
sex groups of calves if desired.  If this is left blank, each weaning group is treated as one unit for 
calculating ratios. 

AO WNG HIP HT Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Performance 

Weaqning Hip 
Height 

PET will extract this information from data recorded in the Weaning Hip Height field on the 
Performance tab of the calf’s record in Cow Sense. 

AP WNG HIP HT 
DATE 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Performance 

Weaning Hip 
Height Date 

PET will extract this information from data recorded in the Weaning Hip Height Date field on the 
Performance tab of the calf’s record in Cow Sense to be submitted and formatted as 
MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2019). 

AQ WNG 
DOCILITY 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Traits 

Chute Score PET will extract the data from the Chute Score field on the Traits tab of the calf’s record in Cow 
Sense for submission. 

AR WNG DAM 
WT 

Optional Calf Individual Animal:  

Identity, then 

Dam’s Performance 

Mature Weight  PET will reference the Dam’s Tag from the calf’s Individual record Identity tab.  PET will then 
lookup the Dam’s record and extract the data from the Mature Weight field of the Performance 
tab in Cow Sense. 

AS WNG DAM 
WT DATE 

Optional Calf Individual Animal:  

Identity, then 

Dam’s Performance 

Mature Weight 
Date 

PET will reference the Dam’s Tag from the calf’s Individual record Identity tab.  PET will then 
lookup the Dam’s record and extract the data from the Mature WT Date field of the Performance 
tab in Cow Sense to be submitted and formatted as MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2019). 

AT WNG DAM 
BCS 

Optional Calf Individual Animal:  

Identity, then 

Dam’s Performance 

Condition Code PET will reference the Dam’s Tag from the calf’s Individual record Identity tab.  PET will then 
lookup the Dam’s record and extract the data from the Condition Code field of the Traits tab in 
Cow Sense 

AU YLG DATE IF Yearling 
Weight is 
Submitted 

Calf Individual Animal: 

Performance 

Yearling Date PET will extract the data from the Yearling Date field stored on the Performance tab of the calf’s 
record in Cow Sense to be submitted and formatted as MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2019). 

AV YLG WT Optional Calf Individual Animal: 

Performance 

Yearling Weight PET will extract the data from the Yearling Weight field stored on the Performance tab of the 
calf’s record in Cow Sense for submission.  The AICA acceptable range for yearling weights is at 
least 270 days of age and at least 70 days between the weaning weigh date and the yearling 
weigh date, cattle must not be more than 430 days of age.  Ideally, yearling weights are taken 
when all calves in a contemporary group are between 320 and 410 days of age (365 +/- 45 days) 
to calculate 365-Day Adjusted Yearling Weights. 



Appendix A.  Partner Exchange Tool 
                       American International Charolais Association Interface - Reference Table  
 

vi 
         04032020 

AICA Worksheet 
Column 

AICA Field 
Name 

AICA 
Requirement 

Cow Sense Entry 
Form-Tab 

Cow Sense Field 
Description 

Data Source and Description 

 

AW YLG MGN 
GROUP 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Charolais 

CH Yrlg Mgmt 
Code 

Filled by user on Individual record, Charolais tab in Cow Sense prior to PET Export. 

PET will extract data entered by user from the CH Yrlg Mgmt Code field. 
 
AICA Yearling Management Codes include: 
5 Full Feed 
6 Intermediate feed 
7 Pasture 

AX YLG HIP HT Optional Calf Individual Animal: 

Performance 

Yearling Hip 
Height 

PET will extract this information from data recorded in the Yearling Hip Height field on the 
Performance tab of the calf’s record in Cow Sense. 

AY YLG HIP HT 
DATE 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 

Performance 

Yearling Hip 
Height Date 

PET will extract this information from data recorded in the Yearling Hip Height Date field on the 
Performance tab of the calf’s record in Cow Sense to be submitted and formatted as 
MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2019).. 

AZ YLG 
SCROTAL 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 

Performance 

Scrotum  PET will extract the data from the Scrotum field stored on the Performance tab of the calf’s 
record in Cow Sense for submissio 

BA YLG 
SCROTAL 
DATE 

Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Performance 

Scrotum Date PET will extract this information from data recorded in the Scrotum Date field on the 
Performance tab of the calf’s record in Cow Sense to be submitted and formatted as 
MM/DD/YYYY (e.g., 5/6/2019).. 

BB HOLD PAPER Optional Not Available in Cow 
Sense.  However, field 
is displayed in Export 
Worksheet 

Field not Available 
in Cow Sense 

Filled by user after PET Step 6 Export to Worksheet. 

Enter a value in column BB of the worksheet created by the PET AICA Registration Submission 
Export function to designate if you wish to Hold Paper for online transfer. 

BC HERDBOOK Optional Calf Individual Animal: 
Charolais 

CH Reg Book Filled by user on Individual record, Charolais tab in Cow Sense prior to PET Export. 

PET will extract data entered by user from the CH Reg Book field. 

AICA Online Registry Class Codes 

CP – Charolais - Pure 
CR – Charolais - Cross 
QP -  Charolais - Colored 
BP -  Charbray 
BR -  Charbray - Cross 
CF -  Charolais – Full French 
PC -  Percentage 

BD REGISTER Required to 
Register 

Calf Individual Animal: 
Charolais 

CH Performance 
Only 

PET will lookup the information stored in the CH Performance Only field of the Charolais tab on 
the Calf’s Individual record.  PET will submit N (No) if the user had indicated data for this calf is 
submitted for the purpose of “Performance Only” and had input the value of “Y” in this field.  If 
PET finds an N or this field is left blank then a value of Y will be returned indicating the animal IS 
to be registered. 
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AICA Worksheet 
Column 

AICA Field 
Name 

AICA 
Requirement 

Cow Sense Entry 
Form-Tab 

Cow Sense Field 
Description 

Data Source and Description 

 

BE YLG 
PASTURE 
CODE 

Optional Calf Individual Animal 
Charolais OR 
Perfprmance 

CH Yrlg Group 

OR 

Yearling 
Management 
Group 

PET will first look to the CH Yrlg Group field on the Charolais tab of the Individual Animal record.  
However, it is recommended if you wish to separate by contemporary groups that you record the 
yearling contemporary group code in the Yearling Management Group field on the Performance 
tab in Cow Sense.  If nothing is found on the Charolais tab, PET will extract the information 
recorded on the Performance tab which may be in use with data exchange with other 
Associations or Production Partners. 

Knowledge of calves that are "contemporaries" is critical for accurate data evaluation. A group 
code may be used to designate a set of calves managed differently from another set of calves. 
Calves from different groups or pasture units are designated by using a letter code such as A, B, 
C, etc. For example, calves from two-year old dams in one pasture may be reported as Group A 
and calves from mature cows in another pasture as Group B.  

AICA breeders submitting yearling weights also have the option to have heifers and bulls (or 
steers) treated as separate sex groups and ratioed as separate sex groups or treated as an 
entire calf crop with males and females and ratioed as a group.  Use the group code to separate 
the sex groups of calves if desired. If both the CH Yrlg Group on the Charolais tab and the 
Yearling Management Group field on the Performance tab are left blank, all yearling records 
submitted are treated as one unit for calculating ratios. 

 




